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FOREWORD

The following pages feature stories that almost went unwritten. They
are told by men and women who have much to say even though their voices
are not always heard. As you read these stories, keep in mind what a treat
it is that these voices have been expressed. You are reading words from
students who almost did not know how to write them down. Some express
hope and optimism, others describe feelings of frustration and doubt. All
are honest with you, the reader.

Bear in mind how difficult it can be to express oneself in written word.
There is a considerable amount of risk involved in discussing one's
thoughts and emotions. It is every writer's fear—have 1 exposed too
much? What if my words or ideas are met with rejection?

The adult learners of LVA have taken an even bigger risk. In writing
these stories, they have shared something of themselves with you. When
the students began writing, many did not know where to begin. Which
story could they tell for the world to hear? Even when they found the voice
and the words, writing it down was a big hurdle. Often they were unsure
of spelling, and grammar. They had to ask for help, use dictionaries, and go
back to edit.

But when they pushed through, many of them found a lot of joy in the
process. “l do love writing,” one of our students writes in his submission.
So many others expressed surprise that they were able to write down their
stories. “You can understand what 1 wrote? 1never knew 1 could do this.”
Many were delighted to learn that they had the power to tell their stories
on paper.

Literacy Volunteers and Advocates is very proud to present to you the
10" Edition of Write From The Heart. Please take the time to read all of
these stories as each one has something special to say. Thank you and
enjoy!



COMING TO LVA

Hi my name is Mr. Williams 1 attended to LVA for 10 years. When 1
start going to LVA 1 could not read or write. 1 use to pretend that
could do both. One day a friend came to me and told me about LVA.
So 1 made it up in my mind to go and check the school out. The first
two months | was debating to stop going. But then | start working
with a group of students that was willing to work and learn like me. So
| came everyday when 1 was suppose to come. | had tutors that work
very hard and helpful to me. g

I'm no longer ashame now. | read the newspaper, books, mails,
signs everywhere, and read out in Sunday school for my lesson. 1 have
wrote short stories and sermons for school, church and nursing homes.
My tutors teacher and classmates have encourage me so much 1 want
to give back to LVA what 1 have learn to help the new comers.

| want to thank everyone that had a part in helping me to become
the reader and writer that | am. May God bless each and every one of
you.

- Mr. Dale L. Williams
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When 1 first meet my tutor Kathleen was standing in the hall. |
didn't know who she was until we meet in the room together. She
introduced her self as Kathleen and | introduced my self as Faye
Christian. She tutors people who need help with reading. She told me
to meet her at the Library every Wednesday at noon. She inspired me a
lot with reading and homonyms words that sound a like. Some times it
is hard but Kathleen said “you can do it don't give up.” 1 love this lady.
Some times 1 feel like giving up, but she pushes me to stay focused.

She is truly a special person. She is caring and understanding. She is
wonderful.

-Faye Christian
7
As you may all know, 1 am not well litterate. 1'm slower than a lot
of you. However I'm not going to school for you, and however long it
takes if the school be around that long get everything I'm going to

accomplish. That incudes reading writeing math and it be Gods will my
GED.

-Agnes Cassell




My name is Patricia Hassock. | was born in Jamaica. 1 have been in
the U.S. almost 20 years before | met Dr. Aisha King. 1 am thankful to
her because she helped me a lot. But when she told me about LVA,
that was the best day of my life.

1 just want the world to know that | am proud to be a LVA student
and 1 love all my teachers ver much. They encourage me to come to
school ever day by the way they help me to learn, especially my tutor.
Shee is the best, she is doing ever thing to let me learn she learn me
thing that 1 never know and 1 thank her very much. This is strate from
‘the hart.

-Patricia Hassock
~
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1 was coming to LVA.
1 was nervous for the test.

That test 1 be much better.
At home | was doing my work and study.

-Venite Williams

~

How | Made A Break Through In Learning The Internet

When | first signed up for the computer class 1 was very nervous
but not anymore.
1 met my instructor Ms. Brandi, she taught me all types of thing's about
the computer. At first 1 didn't know how to get on the computer not
up until now. 1 really want to thank my fellow classmates and my
instructor, who is a very patient person that's why | finally had a break
through in learning the computer. Now the computer is becoming my
best friend not my enemy anymore.

Sincerely yours,
Elenthea Y. Smith
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P.S. 1 want to thank the L.V.A. and the staff. That's how | made a Break
through in learning the computer.

Thank, you
-Elenthea Smith



1 do love living here at Washington, DC. 1 do feel safe to living here
at Washington DC because 1 do feel better here at Washington DC.
They got the best training school here. They do love to teach you real
good that why 1 love this best school LVA in Washington, DC. 1do love
to come to this beauty school in Washington DC because | want to
learn more with my reading. 1 want to get better because it's fun
reading. You will love that you will feel good to reading. And you will
feel good that's why 1 came back to school, because | want to get better
with my reading. 1love to reading because is fun. | like it. | want to go
to new training for a good better job. 1am look for a new training
school to learn about training because 1 want to work that 1 like to do.
Because | want to make a lot of Big Good money because 1 do need that
money now. Because | want to save all my money in the bank. Because
1 want to go out shop for a new family home. 1 do love to work
because is fun that | love to do in my life. 1 do love writing is fun. |
want to be a Good best writing in the world because that is job 1 want
to do because that is fun job for me that 1 love to do in my life. 1do
love to help out because | do care all lot more. That is my Heart in
Soul.

-Rodney Glenn Higgins
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1 went to high school.

1 finished high school.

But | can't read a lot.

| went to job training.

1 got a Job cleaning.

| been to LVA long time.

1 got a big family.

| been help in school.

1 been in special education.

-LaKeisha Price

f?

1 want to be in the first class. It's a good class to learn from with
my reading and my teacher name Henry. Henry is a good teacher to
learn from him. In the class he sound out the spelling word for you to
learn. Wonderful teacher he help us a lot. With my reading and math
to get a better job to make more money, not ask nobody for no more to
borrow no money from no one else. Soon 1 can buy me a house 1 am
tired if 1 lived in my new apt | like peace and quiet. 1 want a house to-



my own and get my drivers license this year before it get to cold.
Constance L Summers born in Wash DC. The day 1 was born in DC
General Hospital day of born on 3-9-1952 1 have good parent my
mother and father the best people in the worlds. May God bless a
parent and father and mother and grandparent and grandfather and
aunt and uncle and cousin and friend.

-Constance Summers
~—
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The first time 1 decided to get tutoring with Literacy Volunteers and
Advocates (LVA), 1 thought who will they put me with; will he or she be
patient, understanding and will 1 be committed to the program and will
1 stick to it? A couple of months prior, | took a diagnostic test at
George Washington University, the person from the college showed me
a chart of my 1Q and showed me how 1 learned. She tried to tell me 1
was mildly retarded. 1 was very upset, thinking to myself, Tokie, don't
act like a fool, yelling, screaming, falling apart, but | did, right in front
of them. 1 called later and told her how 1 felt and she replied, “There is
nothing 1 can do, you should get therapy or accept it.”

A couple months later, after 1 got out of my pity party, 1 called
Martin Lither King Library to research different programs to see what
services are out there to help adults who have learning disabilities and 1
chose LVA. The people from LVA were very compassionate. They
tested me and they did not say that | was mildly retarded. 1 believe that
with all the tutoring, when 1 go back to college | will be successful
because 1 will have learned everything 1 needed to learn.

When the right time comes 1 will take the diagnostic test again, 1 will do
great and 1 will be proud of myself. 1 will not have to worry about
people putting me in a box by telling me 1 am mildly retarded, which is
not true!

| have worked with men with special needs for two years and it is
very stressful, but 1 love helping others. 1 mentor teen girls and 1 also
write poetry that empowers people and vice-versa, it empowers me.

If 1 can help others, | can help myself. 1 truly believe in my heart,
soul and mind that with hard work and having a great support group |
can succeed. My tutor is patient, understanding and says, “Okay I know
it's hard but you have to believe in yourself because 1 believe in you.”

-Tokie Jones



POETRY

Heaven

What is Heaven like?

Heaven is crystal light.

Heaven is a shining star.

Heaven is a radiant beam.

Heaven has golden streets with silver rubies.

Heaven meets Jesus' face; glowing and shining it lights up your face.
Heaven is a golden gate where angels welcome you.

-Martha Freeman

¥
Why 1 Fight
Why 1 fight

1 fight to get by
Being a black woman
Who has time to ask why?

1 fight to eat
Who else is going to do it?
1 got kids to feed

1 fight to be here
Who am 1 to ask God
Why do 1 live?

1 fight to move up the ladder of success
Stop pulling me down

I've been here too long

Who cares you have a frown?

Day by day I'm going to pray

I'm going to pray till judgment day
uw‘hy?n

That's how 1 was raised

So don't ask me why 1 fight




Just know 1 do
And if you want to make it in this world
Honey, you'll do the same too
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U nderstanding
L ove
I nspiration
E xciting
T ruthful
T alkative
E xample
-Juliette Rowland
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S mile
H appy
| nteresting
R eady reader
L ove
E ve
Y ellow sunshine
-Shirley Ashley
7
} oyful
O utstanding
A mazing
N ice
A good friend

Joana is nice person and friendly and good person
and help me to read

-Amber Meyer



